
God's Coming Judgement
Daniel 5 

God does not tolerate humanity raising themselves up 
against Him (1-9).

Belshazzar, Nebuchadnezzar's son, knew of all that God 
had done to his father.  He knew that God had humbled him and 
shown him that He alone was God over all the earth.  Yet, we see 
in this passage that Belshazzar became prideful in his heart and 
rejected God.  Not only did he reject God, but he took the very 
instruments used to worship God in Jerusalem, drank from them, 
and gave praises to false gods.  Even when God does appear to 
him through the writing on the wall, Belshazzar does not turn to 
God but continues to seek after false idols for the writing’s 
interpretation.   

1. Are there areas in your life where you are willfully 
disobeying God?

2. Can any of you share a time when you were being 
disobedient to the Lord?  How did God get your attention?

3. Belshazzar used the vessels set apart to God for his own 
selfish purposes. Are there areas in our own lives where 
we are doing the same thing?

4. Take time to confess to God and ask him to reveal the 
areas of your life in which you are being willfully 
disobedient.

God shows us grace in allowing us to see his coming 
judgement (10-16).  

Belshazzar has rejected God's authority over him and the 
world.  Therefore, God would be perfectly just to do away with 
Belshazzar without telling him what is coming.  God does not owe 
Belshazzar anything.  However, God shows grace to Belshazzar 
by allowing him, everyone in the palace, and us today, to see what 
is coming and why it is coming.  Not only that, but God has placed 
someone (Daniel) in Belshazzar's kingdom through whom God 
has chosen to speak.  In the midst of Belshazzar's great sin 
against God, God allows him to see his purposes.  

1. First, may we remember that wisdom, knowledge, and the 
answers to mysteries only come from God.  This has 
occurred multiple times throughout the book of Daniel.

2. Do you struggle with the idea that God is showing 
Belshazzar grace by allowing him to see his end?  Why or 
why not?

3. As a church, do we tremble at the thought of God's 
judgement? 

4. Spend time praying that we, as a church, would become 
more sensitive to God's workings around us.

God brings destruction upon those who reject his kingship 
and sovereignty (17-30).  

Daniel gives the interpretation of the writing, but before he 
does he tells Belshazzar why this writing has come in the first 
place.  He reminds Belshazzar of what God had done to his father, 
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Nebuchadnezzar (v. 18-21).  Daniel then points out to Belshazzar 
that he had not humbled himself before God even though 
Belshazzar knew of all that God had done to his father.  Therefore, 
because he refused to humble himself before God, Belshazzar’s 
kingdom would be taken by a foreign power, and Belshazzar 
would be destroyed.  

1. In what ways are we not learning from our ancestors who 
we saw live before us?

2. Can anyone give examples of lessons they learned from 
parents or grandparents in whom you saw God work?  

3. As a church, are there sins we continue to walk in although 
God has clearly shown his desire for us through His Word?

4. Take time to pray as a group that God would convict us of 
our sin and bring us to repentance.  
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